City of Southfield 



 


Downtown Development Authority 


PENDING BOARD APPROVAL
Meeting Minutes:  Regular Board Meeting of November 22, 2019
Location:  Southfield DDA Office, 18000 W. Nine Mile Road, First Floor Conference Room, Southfield, MI 48075


1.  CALL TO ORDER

Chairman James Ralph called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM.

2.  ROLL CALL

Present:  Tom Erhardt, Jamii Hitchcock, Joseph Hurshe, Ryan McKindles, Fred Najor, James Ralph, Aric Rusk, Tory VanCobb.
Excused:  W. Michael McFarland, Ken Siver.
Also Present:  Al Aceves, Executive Director; Melissa Schlicker, Assistant to the Executive Director.  Guests: Kenny Atwale, Ventana; Jason Blanks, Southfield Chamber of Commerce. Residents: Scott Reilly, Kathleen McNelis, Veronica Lindsey, Barbara Talley.
Roll Call was taken and it was determined a quorum was present.

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Rusk, Seconded by Najor, to approve the Meeting Agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Regular Meeting Minutes: September 27, 2019 
Motion by Rusk, Seconded by Hurshe, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the SDDA Board held September 27, 2019. Motion carried unanimously.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT:  September and October 2019
Executive Director Aceves reviewed the monthly financial reports for September and October 2019. There was no adverse financial activity for these months.
Motion by McKindles, Seconded by Ralph, to accept and file September and October 2019 Financial Reports. Motion carried unanimously.

6.  NEW BUSINESS:  
a.
Introduction of new Board members: Jamii Hitchcock and Tory VanCobb
DDA Board members welcomed both new members. Ms. Hitchcock and Mr. VanCobb introduced themselves to the Board.
b.
2020 Board Meeting Schedule

Executive Director Aceves presented the 2020 Board Meeting Schedule.

Motion by Rusk, Seconded by Ralph, to accept the 2020 Board Meeting Schedule as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

c.
Vibe Building - Nicole Blocker, Plante Moran
Nicole Blocker presented design plans on the proposed redevelopment of the former Vibe Credit Union.  

Motion by McKindles, Seconded by Hurshe, to recommend the former Vibe Credit Union development proposal to the Southfield Planning Department for presentation and approval to Southfield City Council. Motion carried unanimously.
d.
A.F.J. Development – Jason Gekiere, Tower Construction
Jason Gekiere provided information and updates on the Greenfield Road development. 
Motion by McKindles, Seconded by Rusk, to recommend the proposed A.F.J. Development at the former Northland Mall Greenfield Road location to the Southfield Planning Department for presentation and approval to the Southfield City Council. Motion carried unanimously.
e.
Renaissance Place, LLC – Jason Gekiere, Tower Construction

Motion by McKindles, Seconded by Rusk, to recommend the proposed development by Renaissance Place LLC at the former Northland Mall location to the Southfield Planning Department for presentation and approval to Southfield City Council. Motion carried unanimously.

f.
Southfield Chamber of Commerce - Jason Blanks, Executive Director

Executive Director Aceves introduced Jason Blanks, new director of the Southfield Chamber of Commerce. 

g.
Ventana Restaurant – Kenny Akinwale, Owner


Executive Director Aceves welcomed Mr. Akinwale as a new business owner in the DDA.

h.
Southfield Centre Sale and Office Lease – Al Aceves

Executive Director Aceves informed the Board that he would like to seek proposals for alternate office space as the present lease will expire August 2020. There was general discussion.

Motion by McKindles, Seconded by Rusk, to recommend Executive Director Aceves to explore alternate office space due to the potential sale of the building. Motion carried unanimously.


7.
OLD BUSNESS












a.
Northland Redevelopment Update

Executive Director Aceves reviewed ongoing discussions with Northland Chrysler and Ascension Hospital.
b.
Michigan Inn Update

Executive Director Aceves provided a brief update on the status of the building.

c. 
Investment and Jobs Data for 2018 PA57 Reporting Requirements.


Executive Director Aceves requested additional input from Board members.   
8.
HEARING OF THE PUBLIC AND BOARD COMMENTS

No comments at this time. 
9.  
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Ralph announced there being no further business adjourned the meeting at 9:34 AM.
Melissa Schlicker, Acting Secretary 
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